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have continued for sometime).    This is further confirmed in
Maitrayani Samhita, where Rudra is said to have his birth in
the autumn.    Last of all, the characteristic peculiar to him
and a few others (who are with one exception, nothing but his
counterparts) is that he is an archer.    This, with the note that
Rudra lives in the heaven* leads us to the idea that Rudra is
nothing but the sign Sagittarius which used to appear in the
Heaven at dawn in the autumn when the observations were
made.    Plunket in his Ancient  Calendars   and  Constellations
(pp. 151-161) advanced this view.    He also proved that the
traits and deeds of Greek god Kiran are exactly similar to those
of Rudra and in his myth we are told that he had his place in
the sign Sagittarius after his death.   He was thus made the
presiding god of all the physical phenomena of the time.    We
can easily explain the various attributes of Rudra if we accept
this view.    His brightness and golden ornaments are attribut-
able to the bright stars in the constellation and the milky way
passing through its upper part.    His strength and youthfulness
have been taken from the distressing effect of the thunder-
storm, which was taken to be one of his deeds.    The peculiar
configuration   of  the  constellation,   half-man   and   half-goat
perhaps led to his attribute as ' multiform '.   His hot-temper,
dreadf ulness and destructiveness are all accountable to the storms
which are due to him.   Rudra's hundred or thousand eyes and his
hundred bows are the parabolic expressions of his bodily features
and weapon.    We do not know whether the herdsmen and girls
carrying water actually refer to mortal beings frightened from
the advent of storms, or to Cepheus (the constellation figure
of which represents a herdsman with his flock of sheep) and
Aquarius (representing a man holding a bucket on his shoulder)
which used to appear in the sky with Sagittarius.   His attribute
as a husband-finder led to the practice of giving by young girls
of offerings to Siva for a good husband.    The origin of the
idea is perhaps to be sought in the activity of strong hardy
persons in rescuing people during the distressing storms and
drawing the attention of girls to seek husbands amongst them*
The great distress and mortality amongst goats, sheep, cattle,
and even men, thought to be caused by Rudra and to be pre-
ventible by paying homage to him, perhaps led to the idea of
his lordship over animals.   The name Tryambaka meaning three-
eyed is explained by Plunket in a very ingenious way : he holds
that the third crescentic eye is nothing but the half moon which
used to rise in the sign Sagittarius at about 4000 B.C. when
the autumnal equinox was in this sign.

We have already seen thai, while Rudra alone is found to
be invoked in the Rigveda, a number of other deities are closely
associated in the other vedas. Their number has increased
gradually from the Yajurvedas to the Atharvaveda where they
hold a prominent place equally to Rudra. They are all archers